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AFP Raids on journalists deeply disturbing

Free TV Australia today expressed its most serious concerns at the recent AFP raids on
News Corp Australia journalist Annika Smethurst and on the ABC.

Free TV CEO, Bridget Fair said: “Two AFP raids on journalists in two days is something
that all Australians should find deeply disturbing. We live in a democracy, not a police
state.

“The role of the media in holding our Governments to account is the cornerstone of our
democracy. It is essential that journalists are able to continue to do their jobs, reporting on
stories in the public interest, without fear of persecution. All commercial television
broadcasters stand with our colleagues at News Corp Australia and the ABC in expressing
our deepest misgivings at these attempts to stifle press freedom.

“Free TV has consistently voiced its concerns at the lack of adequate protections for
reporting in the public interest in recent tranches of national security legislation,” she said.

“It is clear today that those concerns were well founded. We call on the Government and
the Opposition to support the role of fearless and independent journalism in this country
and act to ensure that journalists will not continue to be intimidated in this unprecedented
fashion.”
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